Congressional
;__é\ Research Service

Informing the legislative debate since 1914

Emer gency Assistance for
Rehabilitation

Updatfedbruary 12, 2018

Congressional Research Service

https://crsreports.congress.gov
R42854

CRS REPORT
Prepared for Members and
Committees of Congress




Emergency Assistance for Agricultural Land Rehabilitation
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Emergency Assistance for Agricultural Land Rehabilitation

Overview

Natural disasters can have varying effects on th
disasters are part of the inherent risk of doing
risk is primarily thdouaghufé¢deondl agropulnosuundndse
programs to asddceep arpkopdateock production 1loss
Ot her, separate U. S Department of Agriculture (
agricultural and fores¢rland poltowiakl g matungal
programs offer fimancial and technical assistanc
damage on private land. Agricultural land assist
ConservationthroEmemgehCRl) Forest Restoration Pr c
Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program. In
flexibility in administering other programs that
in the e®ean emer gency.

This report describes these emergency agricultur
backgonuntlde —ppruorgproasmes, activities, authority, eli
aut horized progasamwdluh dd segcsliromeadlts icsosnugers .
Federal Emergency Assistance
Rural Land

Agricultural land assistance programs help produ
natural disasters These programs are described

Emer gency Congemwmation Pro

Pur pAAsc ¢ i v,i taineds Aut hority

The Eme
agricul
restori1
situat.i

t

T
t
n
0
commit e

—

Paymen
practice. This can be up to 75% of the cost

1 Most of the USDA disaster assistance programs offer financial assistance to producers for a loss or reduction in
production. These programs inclu@eleral crop insurance, the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
and emergency disaster loafite 2014 farm billR.L. 11379) authorizdand funeédfour disaster programs to cover
productionlosses from weather events, beginnim@Y2012. These programs typicattpver only production losses

and not damage to the land or production practices. These programs are not discussed in this report. For additional
information, se€RS Report RS21212gricultural DisasterAssistanceandCRS In Focus IF1056%,ederal Disaster
Assistance for Agriculture

2 FSA county and state committees are composed of locally elected farmers and ranchers who advise FSA on
agriculturalprograms such as commodity price support loans and payments; conservation programs; incentive,
indemnity, and disaster payments for some commaodities; payment eligibility; and emergency programs.
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Emergency Assistance for Agricultural Land Rehabilitation

to be -@aebbmiced apyrmedit sera.re made following compl
the practice.

The ECP was created under Tit]l eP.ILV3 33¥5amke Agricu
codiafti eld6o U. S2ZT@RYSctilhhe program is permanently
appropriations. AVtukdhr fznadsf as dJamady dbec dherc essary,
appropriated, funds are typically available wuntdi

Eligible Land

Laredigibility is determined by the FSA county c
which case the mnational FSA offiesciitacapkotipas th
the land may be consideredkelbifgitblatimtnitt wionldet
e impair or endanger the [ and;

e materially affect the productive capacity of
t
t

e lead to damage that 1is wunusual in character :
the type that would recur frequently 1in he =
e be sbycbetrehabilitate that future federal a:c
return the land to?productive agricultural us:s

Land conservation i1issues that existed prior to t

Eligible Participant

An odlliegiparticipant i1is defined as an agricultur al
by the natural disaster. The applicant must be a
occurred and must be parhy swvhbj eova i ol antcdue E GR
application. Participants are limited to $200, 00

[ ¢

ates, including all agenc
ipate 1in ECP.

72}

Federal agencies and
ineligible to partic

Fundiamg Al hocatio

Funding for ECP wvarie widely from year to year.
supplemental appropriations Tadblper orvaitdheesr at hfaunn dainnn
history for ECP.

wn

3 The definition of dimited-resource produceis an applicat with direct or indirect gross farm sales not more than the

current indexed value in each of the previous two years who has a total household income at or below the national

poverty level for a family of four or less than 50 percent of county mediareholasincome in each of the previous

t wo years. For more i nf eetaminationtaol dittpse/leftoolss.égaviusda.gow 1 i ne s el f
Default.aspx

416 U.S.C. 2201.
57 C.F.R. 70.104.
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Emergency Assistance for Agricultural Land Rehabilitation

Table |.Appropriations for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP),
FY2008-FY2018

Fiscal Year Funding Level Authorizing Statute and Congressional Direction

P.L. 115-123, for necessary expenses related to the
consequences of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria and of

2018 (o date) $400 million wildfires occurring in calendar year 2017 and other natural

disasters

2018 $28.7 million P.L. 115-56, for emergencies not declared a major disaster

2017 $28.7 million P.L. 115-31, for emergencies not declared a major disaster

2017 $103 million P.L. 114-254

2016 $108 million P.L. 114-113, of which $91 million is for major disasters
declared pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act, P.L. 93-288)

2015 $9.2 million P.L. 113-235, for major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act only

2014 $0

2013 $10.8 million P.L. 113-62

2013 $15 million P.L. 113-2, for necessary expenses related to the
consequences of Hurricane Sandy and major disasters
declared pursuant to the Stafford Act only

2012 $122.7 million P.L. 112-55, for major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act only

2011 $0

2010 $0

2009 $66.314 million P.L. 111-32, repurposed previously appropriated funding,

(approximate) mostly funds designated for Hurricane Katrina that went

unused

2009 $155 million P.L. 110-329

2008 $89.4 million P.L. 110-252

Source: CRS, using historical appropriation and supplemental acts, FY2008-FY2018.

a.  Funding provided under regular appropriations; therefore the Stafford Act requirement does not apply.
Funding total includes the Section 3001 and 3004 rescissions of 2.513%.

Funding is generally appropriastoeaned tiamstamxicmns ,
Congress has required that ECP funding be us
examplporfuomndi ng approopsicabed usedFY2®1 major
pursuant to the R®Rmdrnt fT.a nSdt aEfmfearrgd nRiys aAstsd rs t
Since ECP does mnot typically requirs¢ hae Sstsafbd
ECP funds to select locations as welllasudor
for Cdédmgatisaen.

6 For additional information related to emergency declarations pursuant to the Stafford &RS&eport R42702,
Stafford Act Declarations 1953016: Trends, Analyses, and Implications@mngress
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Once funding is appropriated, the FSA national o
state officesnt heohmictatl e &S Awiclolu t hceonmeo,b Ifiigrastte t
served basis.

Emer gency Forest Restoration Program (

Pur pAsc ¢ i vi taineds Aut hority

The Emergency Poogs&EBHREy)tprebkadasasessstance to p
forestland owner s dtaomar ecpaauisre da nbdys o mahtambdi ul ditthitseh s t e
private Notresdal |dinsda dtddidgy esnpchwmdeicanes or exces
storms or blizzards ,mpfaledvaednsg, s 1, amria sce tdlhedtTeh eUeSsDAu r ¢ e

program is &BmAinistered by

FSA may provide up to 75% of the cost bf emergen
and froeerleastted resour celsndfiovlildouwiln go ra cduimsunl satteirv.e r e q
assistance of $50Qo,r0 000 goprle rleeustisis tapgetre rp earrseo na ppr ov e d
county committee. Financial assistance requests
FSA state committee. Financapaplr baysdsdi s S A crea toivemra 1$
of fice.

The EFRP was c¢createdFooderCS8aserovanatBAA3 efdt Eaer
(2008 fPa.rLm-2H)i6l10b y andedwi nSge cat i on 407 to Title IV of
Act of 1978. It is codified at 16 U. S. C. Section
appropriations. ABtukdr fznedsfas damdy dbec dhercessary,
appropriatedtypundsély available until expended.

Eligible Land
For land to be eligible for EFRP, it must be non

r or have had tree ¢ o:
e for growing trees,;

2

e have €

isting tree co
disast t a

e
r and be s u i |

v
b
1
or aft r January 1, 12d0 1iOmp atihra to,r iefn dmaontg etrr et ahtec

X
e
e have damage to natur a resources caused by a
e
resources on the land and would materially a/f

e be physically located in a conty in which EI

Land is ineligible 1if it 1 s o,wna ds toart ec,o na rsotl a teed
a political subdivision of a state.

Eligible Participant

Eligible recipients include owners of mnonindustr
owned by any nonindustrial @gaoadpataetimemd, vaduatlhe g
legal entitydekatsibasmibfi ntgy tA vpeary ntehnet Ilainndi.t at i o
$500, 000 per person or legal entity applies per

771 FR 70889, Emergency Conservation Program Interim Final Rule, May 26, 2006.
87 C.F.R. 701.205.
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Fundiamg Allocation

The

program

EFRP was C

FY2011,

reat
1in an FY20
inal

when f

Table 2. Appropriations for Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP),

FY2010-FY2018

Fiscal Year

Funding Level

Authorizing Statute and Congressional Direction

2018 (to date)

2017
2016

2015

2014
2013
2013

2012

2011
2010

$0

$0

$6 million
$3.2 million
$0

$13.8 million
$23 million
$28.4 million
$0

$18 million

P.L. 114-113, of which $2 million is for major disasters declared
pursuant to the Stafford Act

P.L. 113-235, for major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act only

P.L. 113-62

P.L. 113-2, for necessary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricane Sandy and major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act (42 US.C. 5121 et seq.) only

P.L. 112-55, for major disasters declared pursuant to the Stafford
Act only

P.L. 111-212, for disasters that occurred on or after January |,
2010. Additional direction was provided to expedite the
program’s idmpl ementat

Source: CRS, using historical appropriation and supplemental acts, FY2010-FY2018.

a.

Funding provided under regular appropriations; therefore the Stafford Act requirement does not apply.
Funding total includes the Section 3001 and 3004 rescissions of 2.513%.

Emer gency Watershed Protection

Purpdse,vi
ThEmer gency

taineds Aut hority
Watershed

e dhgirrestshad n2¢0& [ flayr m plpirlolp.r i @a e «
10 supplemental appropriations
rTeaghdipen 6 vy Ddes wear fupdbhgshestor

( EWP) 1

PArssigamison s( EWRBndpwagram a

enance f
public t
ation Se

operators 1in implementing emergency TrTecovery mea
preventio to relieve 1 mmicment eldla basrEda guaddki dé s a
activitie may 1 nocnl usdter eraemmocvhianngn edlesb,r irso afdr cul ver
reshaping and protecting eroded banks; correctin
on critically eroding elpaanidrsi;n gr elmovwiensg acnadr csatsrsuecst;
EWP funds céaonptrbermsegeration or maint

repair, rebuil d, or maintain privatEhkWP

is administers dNatyurbaolt hReUSdDuAr ces ConseS.wv

Forest Service (USFS).

Congressional Research Service R42854 - VERSION 20 - UPDATED 5



Emergency Assistance for Agricultural Land Rehabilitation

The federal contribution toward the 1implementat:Hi
of the construction cost. This can be raised to
resource area.

The EWP was dtdaetdd wifdeheT Agr iR.ull-3 3H5@ahnhdCredit A
codi fied at 16 -2U02B5.C.THee cpprioognrsa @ 2i0s3 per manently
approprAud thioansw.ed “fuwualkdi hgnds 4 otaammady obnecenecessary,
appropriated, funds are typically available unt.i

Eligible Land

Private, state, tribal, and federal lands are el
state, prriiwvwatle laanmdds and by USFSEWPn aMNastiisotnaanlc eF o r
funded by NRCS may not be provided on any federa
appropriations of another federal agency.

Eligible Participant

Al'l projectstuhdee EWBpwmwmsotrat Spomsmpalsi tmucal bssul
qualified Indian tribe or tribal organization, o
individuals may receive oassiipt oafca gllvermmeanu gt

Sponsors are responsible for

e obtaining necessary land rights and per mits
e providifgdehal npwmhtaren asfiscdsatmce,;
e completing the installation of all emergency

e carrying out any opesponomnbiahidt mas nteatanmaey

Fundiamg Allocation

Funding for EWP varielsa b@)ied eMoys tf rfoum dyienmgg hitso ayuetahro
supplemental appropriations acts rather than ann

Table 3.Appropriations for the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Program,

FY2008-FY2018
Fiscal Year Funding Level Authorizing Statute and Congressional Direction
2018 (to date) $541 million P.L. 115-123, for necessary expenses related to the consequences

of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria and of wildfires occurring in
calendar year 2017 and other natural disasters

2017 $103 million P.L. 114-254

2016 $157 million P.L. 1'14-113, of which $37 million is for major disasters declared
pursuant to the Stafford Act

® The definition of a limiteeresource area is a county where average housing values are less than 75% of the state
average, pecapita incomed less than 75% of the national {gapita income, and unemployment during the preceding
three years is at least twice the U.S. average (7 C.F.R. 624.4(e)(1)).

107 C.F.R. 624.6(a).
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Fiscal Year Funding Level Authorizing Statute and Congressional Direction

2016 $2.4 million P.L. 114-113, repurposed previously appropriated funding from P.L.
108-199 (2004 California tree mortality), P.L. 109-234 (2005
hurricanes), and P.L. 110-28 (2007 Midwest floods) for disaster in
FY2016 and FY2017

2015 $78.6 million P.L. 113-235, for major disasters declared pursuant to the Stafford
Act only

2014 $0

2013 $63.7 million P.L. 113-6, $48.2 million must be made available for major disasters
declared pursuant to the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.).?

2013 $180 million P.L. 113-2, for necessary expenses related to the consequences of
Hurricane Sandy and major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act only

2012 $215.9 million P.L. 112-55, for major disasters declared pursuant to the Stafford
Act only

2012 Not to exceed $31 P.L. 112-55, repurposed previously appropriated funding from P.L.

million 108-199 (2004 California tree mortality), P.L. 109-234 (2005

hurricanes), and P.L. 110-28 (2007 Midwest floods) for disaster in
2011

2011 $0

2010 $0

2009 $0

2008 $100 million P.L. 110-329

2008 $390.464 million P.L. 110-252

Source: CRS, using historical appropriation acts, FY2008-FY2018.

a.

NRCS

t he
pro

days

No
s 1t
r el
det
1S
App
[ ]

Funding provided under regular appropriations; therefore the undirected $15.6 million does not require a
Stafford Act declaration. Funding total includes the Section 3001 and 3004 rescissions of 2.513%.

(¢}

urrent

(¢]

p
t he

t han

and

raonjye
re

o e 0= =

- - oD

O —wn &+ 4 o ~

< o =0 —h
o =

n
of
t h

1 de

r ofv aflu nod i1

ng
exigency®si

si1tes where

p saosvsiidset anc a
condition
y. Sponsors
natur al

prepare

e
d for

He s e d mtilp@ h NtRAGS ebsye r v'atthiaotn i s t

of the tl atnod hoera Iwtaht,e rlsihfeed, 1
must s stbambiets ear Vfaotrimoanl i srte qwietsht i
disastdmwm dtheb6@iday befcronammst e
days sfacoams ecevcveiponnfttwel Fegnes
an initial cost estimate t
cftu nsdpso,n stohre npust sign a cooperatiyv
sponsibilities of the sponsor (e. g
activities undertaken before the

h e

60

is based on t following rank or

tuations ;
bheraot )i lmmeadt atba s human

11fe; an

11 The NRCS state conservationist is the lead federal official for the agency within a state. NRCS state conservationists

are responsible for direction and supervision of all NRCS programs within a state.
12 Exigency means those situations that demand imreed@ion to avoid potential loss of life or property, including

situations where a second event may occur shortly thereafter that could compound the impairment, cause new damage,

or the potential loss of life.
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s where buildings, utilities, or other 11
a% ened.

Emer geneysWetd Protection (EWP) Prograi
FloodfElasiement s

Purpose, Activities, and Authority

Floodplain easements under EWP are administered
easementssa facrgeu ameda nl ti vted u tafmldee opdrsg,lp tedrrtay n & r to lme

seqaff neress i on otrhartoiuognh atnhde prreesstenravtautriaoln wvoafl utehse.

hlol dEWR f1l oodpl ai n Felaosoednpel nati sa riena ppaenrepheatsucidt ya.s

"o hOo ® o
o ® 2 OB »vno
[CIEC = =]

=

gency measure andownean wvbHfTansatyg beblsa P
ation easement, then NRCS has the full au
ns and valwues. This includes removing all/l
t bounda@rupmst @anld0 % oovfi dri ens t dleaant d oownn ecro s t s .
s the smallest of the three following val

geographic area rateawwoesetnbdtishedsby the NRC(

the-mhakret value -whiadsee dmaornk eatn aanraelay si s or an ap
completed according to the Uniform Standards
Practices (USPAP); or

w

o

la’ndoWwfier .
382 of the Federal Agr9¢a@l¢t 2926 fampmolbielh

1l 2) D4 mended the EWP authorization to include
to this amendment, edMRCEelmad bagpmldEimeadtadd
riR.th.e7nflsOtdaoc tus(e EWP funds for the purchase
tl ands Re s—ear vfea rPmr obgirfabnr p(rVéRgPt)s r i ng wet 1l ands
ary ptecmasadopPpermagent easements on agric

im0 R d e g W
oo o0 —oT —~Co
]

&

s the Emergency Wetlands Reserve Program,
d with a hhei s1t993y aonfd f1l9905d i Migd wiens tt fl oodin
rm bill amendment, NRCS began an EWP floo
97.

gricul t2eo P O0fAett ;mPHL 17191 18mended the floodplain

0T v g
oS o S B oOon B o DT T
ENCDO
T o -
('D(—Pv—-y—d
=Rt e}

of the EWP program to allow USDA to modi
downer a gardederse sasneds tah ec ocnhpaenlglei ng poblic ne
al alternativdodddfd ciag iiom tohe tpubnli natimwmmne
atory arrangement determined by USDA.

to the general EWP program, EWP floodpla
ircculi tt u rAxcHt. [@3f3)H59an8d codi fied at-2265U. S. C. N
horization“saff ha fpmdadpr iaas tamady s dboees sn fenzoet s seaxrpyi

Eligible Land

re considered eligible for an EWP floodpl

137 C.F.R. 624.8(c)(3).
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e floodplain lands that were damaged by floodirt
calendar year or have been subject to flood ¢
prevli®uysears ;

e other lands within the floodplain that would
flood storage and fl ow, erosion control, or
management of the easement; or

e lands that would be i1inundadtte dfora adwne rtbsreelay hi. 1

Land is considered ineligible 1if

e restoration practi“emws’ovofsfli"t ebned i ft u toinlse due t o

e the land i1is subject to an existing easement
sufficient protecftliooondspolfauinne st onatand wvifl thes;

e the purchase of an easement wotld not meet tI

Eligible Participants
EWP participants must have ownership of the 1and
floodplain easements do not require a project sp
Funding and Allocation

The American Recovery and RelLn®Hd¢ dbtrmeontdecAct$ 2900 20
million to Watershed and Flood Prevention Operat

used for the purchase and restoratio®RRAf EWP f1lo
the funding was obligated by FY2011. Additional
t wo EWP f1 oodpluapisn, ewahsiecnhe nftu nsdiegdn 246 esppfication
eligible 1and. &hrNoRuCgSh rtehpeo retaetlda bef@onlsOklinieSm ¢ s a o n

1 8Alalcres, a3 xwolledaand, 5est Ar2e3d e sas ements on 18

Ot her Progr ams

Emergency Disaster Loans

Emer gency dis asdeweai I( dobdhhch btoiftch a county has been
disasthgr eatdaer the Presidentghhoirc utlhteu rSacle rpertoad uyc eort
declcaaowadhgont i gtulseoun nt ¢y may becomet &Me gsobhe for 1

EM loan funds may be used to hebppebdgcrblke farcme
from production losses (when the producer suffer
physical losses (such as repairing or rtreplacing
replanting permanent Acgquopéifueldl appbdbrchatdshrn th
of actual produst{(nototophyseedl SHEHBFOdsO00) at | ow

147 C.F.R. 624.10.

15 Easements are considered enrolled when they are accepted into the EWP programs but before final completion of
closing procedures (e.g., eligibility determinations, surveys, compensation, investigations, and title options). Easements
are considered closedhan the easement acquisition is complete, all contract documents are filed, and the deed is
officially restricted by the easement. S&208P r e s i d e nt ' s , cBngréssienal justificatiane pp. £5P.

16 For additional information on EM loans, SERS Report RS21212gricultural Disaster Assistance
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Conservatioen Program

In addition to the authorized land assistance pr
consa¢tivon programs to assist with rehabilitating
this assistance comes through the use of waivers
Agricul ture The following sgctUSDA diosoddfsees pro

assilistance.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

The Conservation ResemnvapBymgnam (CRREgrprcuolbideal
take highly erodible and environmental-ly sensitd.i
conserving practidaslfomitetd ei1itmateée onsagr harvest:i
conduwet eCRH nl rneds ponse to driocusghdapt ngt het memygr ge
nesting s e)asnomafagr chaisreds e n v i riosn mennetlailgliyb lsee nfsoirt il
and g.or aEmerggency harvesting and grazing i1is autho
request of a county FSA committee.

Environment al Quality I ncentives Program ( EC

The Environmental QukQ Pitsy al nvcoelnutnitvaersy Pprrooggrraamm (t h

financial and technical assistance to agricultur
on agriculturlhS DKeansd rfeooreensuth ygleadn da. s-pgf ot af a EQEPssi
and rarnculreamfef eat ¢®%EQIP may also be used to proact
potential damage from natural disasters through
management to’si mppaxd ttyhd osedsigd memdegdrroughe buffe
strips along waterways to reduce erosion and c¢cro

I ssues for Congress

Funding Mechanis ms

Hi st otihealmhy,omeirtgy nefy asgsriiscwmalftwuerded d rt hr ough

suppl ement alora papsr-waprteagdadheamsal ap.Asoappl emeatsl
appropriation provides additional budget authori
acti viftuinedsa dntohte r e gul ar appropriation or to prov,
appriopt i oadisnsgetfi cient

Since most agricultural Il and assistance programs
as t andsaulpopnlee ment albi,dgponeprappropriation bills arc¢
vehicle fbeosdognldhimsgchange in funding mechanism f
supplemental appropriations to annual appropriat

17To authorize emergency harvesting and grazing, a requesting FSA county committee must document a 40% or

greater loss in hay and pasture productioe to either (1precipitation évels at an average of 4086 greater loss of

normal precipitation for théour most recent month@.e., drought conditionspr (2) precipitation levels at an average

of 140% or greater increase in normal precipitatioming thefour most recent consecutive monthe., excessive

moisture conditions

BUSDA, “USDA Brings Key Resources to Individuals and Commu:;
October 6, 201 Mttps://www.usda.gomediapressrelease®017/10/06/usdabringskey-resourcesndividualsand

communitieshit-recent
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assistance programs.s Tbhmalytsnmitng oofmcduadeuavli td
& rttcthres s u besqeugdusetm ta srs i st ance. This can increase
ters and Diusnasi tndgy advraei ltaybpiilciatlyl.y provided to
ded, which has allowed s malsleedr ,i nmoyreea rlso cwai It il
p tHioavteivemrs . i bepjibethde¢ hysconsistent funding ha
ultural Il and assistance programs without fu

inning in ,ahed 2008d i@ id4 b fnd i tha b i h dar isfeerdi gerse s s
permanent disaster assistance progmagms t hat r
suppl ement al'®Tahpepsreo pprrioagtrizomssp a s 91 idp i oi dviecsthioocnk 1 os s :
argeeneatdhoyifzuendd iantg a mdsumcal stthmst "@msrédnbye s heiy
mandat or yn astautbyreectarteo annual appropriations. For
rehabilitation programs discussed inndbis report
provided on an ad hoc basis.

SOt v v S
- = 0o e A
cC o B w

oW &Moo —
agQ

O e T X e

Thear i aobfiulnidiignng a g 1l iacwdl tr werhladbsi 1lietda tsioommet hteos es ugge st
proghame been 1eft be haisnsdi sfitaearnficgeyv @ m dprfl oi gGruecsttioatnk n g
l oss r aftohmedrl atehhaanb i 1 i t at i odne garnadd earirkitooumrea ls urgegseos it recde s
hat the use offprdmageadtumdndatexpanded beyond
andhabialsistiastti @mpewa nt hppaurtma ne nt ma nwdautlodr pef undi ng
ifficultnttohachurwvent fiscal <c¢climate.

Stafford Act Limitations

The Budget Contr ®]l LAZH 1RBif mi2t0sl 1e fadB1ICeAeg nncgy fsourp pl e me
disaster relief. Under Section 251(b)(2)(D) of t
used for activitieRobearti dd SuafpordudDnsasoet hfRe
Assistance APtLLS8EDHf FrYR0AQt t ¥Fliusg hm&FayR0 2flun d s
appropriated through emergenttlyrcwghprhEm2agmily act s
onty activitiesdewdlthdm Stafford Act

In recemngryeatsural |l and rehaliuvlhidthartgo vognh parnonguraalms
pproprolvevietnsi s still considerednsupméemaenesal] i:
lasasfdedaWhen cbthssefflieedfastlhle sGsndsy mest be u
i s asstcd puresdtutame St afford Act

inmer gency agricultural homdnddwyistaacttegenpgtlad
ecl afrraamoeni t her the PyreshddS8Acmtb froemq usitraetme notf fhiacsi
imitinghfawaygragnicultural land assistance prog
a

a
c
d
S
d
1
natural disaster events. For example, droughts a

19 For additional information on these progis, se€CRS Report RS21212gricultural Disaster Assistance

The BCA rdisdsterfreligf as being federal government assistance provided pursuant to a major disaster
declared under the Stafford AGthe BCA distinguishes disaster relief spending as separate from emergency spending.
Funding designated as disaster relsedutside the reguldCA cap on discretionary spending but is subject to another
limit that is allowed for the disaster relief category. This is explained furth@RB Report R4366%upplemental
Appropriations for Disaster gsistance: Summary Data and AnalymislCRS Report R42352n Examination of

Federal Disaster Relief Under the Budget Control. Act

21 A declaration of a major disaster or emergency under the authbtitg Stafford Act makestate and local
governments and cearfh nonprofit organizationsligible forvarious forms of federalssistancelhe governor of the
impacted state requests the types of assistance considered necessary to address the retatiskafrthdditional
information se€CRS Report R4198 T ongressional Primer on Responding to Major Disasters and Emergencies
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Aut hor Information

Megan Stubbs
Specialist in Agricultural Conservation and Natu
Resources Policy

Discl ai mer

This document waprepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan
shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and
under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report shotlzkerrelied upon for purposes other

22The last presidential drought or water shortage disaster declareddite eas for New Jersey in 1980.

23 For additional analysis, s&RS Report R4501Flood-Risk Reduction and Resilience: Federal Assistance and
Programs
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than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in
connection with CRS’”s institutional role. CRS Report:
subject to copyght protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in

its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or

material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permigsithe copyright holder if you wish to
copy or otherwise use copyrighted material.
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